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NEW CENTRE TO BE NAMED AFTER LONELY PLANET FOUNDERS

The new hub of Melbourne’s renowned literary and publishing scene, the Centre for Books, Writing and Ideas, will be named after two of Australia’s most significant and successful publishers, Tony and Maureen Wheeler. 

Arts Minister Lynne Kosky today announced the creation of The Wheeler Centre: Books, Writing, Ideas named after the founders of the Melbourne based and world acclaimed Lonely Planet travel guides.

"Tony and Maureen Wheeler created a publishing enterprise on their kitchen table over 30 years ago. It was built on the idea of editorial excellence and became an internationally acclaimed source of information – all from their base in Melbourne,” Ms Kosky said.

“This is a spectacular publishing success story, a story of an idea exported to the world, and the story of two creative minds.  It is a perfect illustration of the potential of books, writing and ideas, one that beautifully reflects our vision for this exciting new institution.

"The Brumby Labor Government is delighted to be able to name The Wheeler Centre: Books, Writing, Ideas after two of this country's most significant book publishers.”

The Wheelers, who now devote much of their time to philanthropy in many parts of the world through their foundation – Planet Wheeler, have made a substantial donation to the new Centre in the form of an endowment. The Centre’s board intends that income from the endowment will be applied specifically to funding expanded programming. 

Tony and Maureen Wheeler said they were proud to be associated with the Centre, the cornerstone of the Brumby Labor Government’s City of Literature initiative.

“The Centre for Books, Writing and Ideas is a fantastic initiative and it is humbling to have this honour in what is the reading and writing capital of Australia,” Mr Wheeler said.

“The Centre provides a vibrant hub to tap into the extensive talent and creativity that has long been part of Melbourne and we know that in years to come it will have gained a reputation for excellence and innovation not just in Australia, but as an outstanding exponent of the UNESCO City of Literature ideals,” Mrs Wheeler said.

The Wheeler Centre will house the Melbourne Writers’ Festival, Victorian Writers’ Centre, Express Media, Emerging Writers’ Festival, Australian Poetry Centre, Small Press Underground Network Community (SPUNC) and the Melbourne branch of PEN International. It will present its own programming as well as provide literary organisations, publishers, universities, companies and the media with access to a large, new performance space, shared meeting rooms and workshop spaces. 

“This naming announcement of The Wheeler Centre is a wonderful start to the life of this exciting new institution and I look forward to the 2010 public opening of The Wheeler Centre,” Ms Kosky said. 
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