From the Centre for Books, Writing and Ideas
DIRECTOR ANNOUNCED FOR CENTRE FOR BOOKS, WRITING AND IDEAS

Renowned arts administrator Chrissy Sharp has been appointed Director of Australia’s first Centre for Books, Writing and Ideas. 

Ms Sharp’s appointment was announced today by Chair of the Centre, Eric Beecher, who said the board was delighted to have such an outstanding and dynamic Director to lead the organisation.

"Chrissy Sharp is unquestionably one of Australia's most successful and formidable arts and cultural leaders," Mr Beecher said. "She comes to the leadership of the Centre for Books, Writing and Ideas with an impressive repertoire of skills in managing cultural institutions and working at the highest levels of creative programming. We are thrilled to have attracted a Director of her background and calibre."

Raised in Canberra, where she completed an honours degree in History at the Australian National University, Ms Sharp’s diverse career has seen her in a variety of high level positions across the arts and cultural sector. 

She is currently the General Manager of Sadler’s Wells, the United Kingdom’s leading dance house.  Sadler’s Wells offers a diverse range of programming over three theatres, and in the five years of her tenure it has achieved a renaissance that now sees it as one of London’s most successful arts organisations. Before that, she was the inaugural General Manager of the Sydney Festival from 2000 to 2003, Head of Policy for SBS Broadcasting, and Executive Director of the Australian Writers’ Guild.  

As its first Director, Ms Sharp will be closely involved in establishing all aspects of the Centre's operations. 

Ms Sharp said she was delighted and honoured to be appointed to the role and looked forward to leading the Centre from its construction to opening and beyond.  

“This is a tremendous opportunity to help build an institution that will celebrate the richness and variety of Australian writing and publishing, and establish a new forum for ideas and debate at a time when a huge number of issues across society need to be examined from a fresh perspective.

“I am eager to return to Australia, and never more so than in the wake of Victoria’s bushfires when, like others all round the world, I’ve been immensely moved by the stoicism of my compatriots.  And I look forward to being part of Melbourne’s cultural life where a passion for artistic and intellectual endeavour is given farsighted public policy support. “

Plans for establishing The Centre for Books, Writing and Ideas, were the centrepiece of Melbourne’s successful UNESCO City of Literature bid. 

The Centre is currently under construction within the State Library of Victoria and will be a home to key Victorian literary organisations including the Australian Poetry Centre, Melbourne Writers' Festival, Victorian Writers' Centre, Express Media and the Emerging Writers' Festival.

With a performance space for public events and smaller, flexible spaces for literary projects, the Centre aims to be a focal point for Victoria’s diverse literary activity - with up to 1,000 events expected each year, attracting around 100,000 people.

Ms Sharp will begin her three year term as the Centre’s inaugural Director in June 2009. The Centre for Books, Writing and Ideas will open in late 2009.

