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      Media release

                     From the Minister for the Arts 

Friday 3 August, 2007
BOOST FOR CITY OF LITERATURE INITIATIVE
Minister for the Arts Lynne Kosky today announced the reference group to advise the Brumby Government’s City of Literature initiative.

Ms Kosky said the group is responsible for driving the development of new programs and initiatives to strengthen Melbourne’s standing as a city of literature.

“We have committed $9 million to the City of Literature package to boost Melbourne's international profile as a centre for books, writing and ideas,” Ms Kosky said.
“The reference group’s input will be vital as we move forward and put in place the necessary structures and programs to underpin Melbourne’s status as a City of Literature.”
Chaired by Eric Beecher, the 10 person reference group includes publishers Louise Adler (Melbourne University Press) and Bob Sessions (Penguin Group Australia), Victorian writers Chloe Hooper and Elliot Perlman and State Library of Victoria CEO Anne-Marie Schwirtlich. 
Mr Beecher is also Chair of the City of Literature Bid Steering Committee – the committee responsible for developing the bid for Melbourne to be a designated City of Literature by UNESCO. 
The reference group will drive the ideas for the Government’s City of Literature package including the establishment and operation of the Centre for Books (Writing) and Ideas to be housed at the State Library of Victoria. 
Ms Kosky said the Centre would provide a hub for Victoria’s literary and publishing community.

“The centre will invigorate the sector, providing writers with invaluable resources, fostering collaboration and housing a number of key literary organisations under one roof,” Ms Kosky said. 
Organisations flagged to be tenanted in the new centre include the Australian Poetry Centre, Express Media, Melbourne Writers’ Festival and Victorian Writers’ Centre.

Ms Kosky said that Victorians buy more books, newspapers and magazines than any other Australian state and Melbourne is home to more bookshops than any other Australian city.
“Victoria is the ideal location for initiatives that harness our love of books and idea,” Ms Kosky said. 

“Other City of Literature initiatives to be considered by the new reference group include an enhanced Premiers Literary Awards and literary festivals, events and promotions.”
Members of the Ministerial Reference Group are: 
Eric Beecher, Private Media Partners (Chair) 
Louise Adler, CEO, Melbourne University Press
Tom Buchan, Managing Director, Buchan Consulting

Chloe Hooper, writer

Penny Hutchinson, Director, Arts Victoria 

Greg Hywood, CEO, Tourism Victoria

Elliot Perlman, writer

Mark Rubbo, Director, Readings Books and Music 

Anne-Marie Schwirtlich, CEO, State Library of Victoria 

Bob Sessions, Publishing Director, Penguin Group (Australia)

The groups will meet for the first time today. The Reference Group will report their recommendations to the Minister for the Arts by the end of the year. 
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